Pentagon Information Kit
Building Security


ID Cards and Building Passes


Using only your Reserve ID card, you may enter the Pentagon without an escort on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 0600 and 2000. You probably won't, but could be asked to go through the metal detector and to have your briefcase x-rayed. To enter or remain inside the Pentagon at other times requires a permanent building pass or that you are escorted by someone with a permanent building pass. If you are coming to the Pentagon for a two week AT tour, you will normally be given a temporary building pass each day. If you have a permanent building pass, you usually won't have to go through security screening under normal conditions. (Anyone can be asked to submit to a search of their briefcase, purse and/or person. The Defense Protective Service guards sometimes do random checks of these items.) 

Note that a Pentagon building pass also gives you easy entry into a number of other military facilities in the Washington area. 

Escorts and Escorting


Individuals without military ID cards or building passes may enter the Pentagon only if escorted by an individual who possesses a permanent Pentagon building pass. The escorted person must go through security screening, i.e. metal detector and bag x-ray. The escort and escorted person must remain together at all times while in the building. 

Weapons and Contraband


Firearms, mace, pepper spray, electric stun devices, and knives with blades longer than 2.5 inches are considered by the Federal Police to be weapons. Weapons are not permitted in the Pentagon building or on Pentagon property, including the parking lots! Leave such weapons in your hotel room or you will run the risk of being arrested and charged with a Federal felony. Pocket knives with blades shorter than 2.5 inches may be carried. 

If you bring any kind of drug, into the building other than over-the-counter legal ones, make sure you have a current prescription and that you are currently authorized to use the drug. Use of alcoholic beverages without prior authorization is prohibited on Pentagon property. So is possession of an open container of such beverages. 

Displaying Your Pentagon Building Pass


You must visibly display your Pentagon building pass at all times when inside the building. You should take your building pass off and conceal it when you are outside of the building. In reality, you may see individuals violating both of these rules. 

Classified Materials and Safes


If you handle classified materials, or there is classified material in your work area, be sure that you obtain and read your organization’s security procedures. Classified safes are available throughout the Pentagon, although their use has significantly decreased with decreases in the creation and use of classified material in recent years. 

Decreased creation, use and handling of classified material means you and your co-workers are likely to have less contact with such material. This in turn means that your co-workers will have less recent experience with the proper procedures and less sensitivity to the issue. Thus you may be exposed to an increased risk of being caught in the middle of a security incident. Be sure to learn what the correct storage and handling procedures really are. 

Classified materials safes are still found in just about every room in the Pentagon. They must be locked at the end of each workday. Don't be the last person to leave an office at the end of a day when a safe is still open - being caught in such a circumstance can end your career. 

Photography


You are prohibited from taking photographs of individual offices or of restricted areas. You may take photographs of the various historical displays in the public corridors of the Pentagon. (Most of these are found on the A Ring or E Ring.) 

EMERGENCIES


Main Pentagon Emergency Telephone Number 
697-5555  

Fire 

If you see flames, pull the nearest fire alarm box. 
If you see or smell smoke, call 697-5555. 
(This means you must know where the nearest fire alarm box is located.) 
Other points of contact concerning safety or facility problems in the Pentagon: 
	Organization
	Function
	Telephone Number

	Defense Protective Service
	(non-emergencies)
	697-1001

	Defense Protective Service
	(crime prevention office)
	694-3813

	Defense Protective Service
	(On-Duty Watch Commander)
	697-4151

	Pentagon Building Management Office
	(M-F, 0700-2000)
	697-7351

	Occupational Health and Safety Office
	(workplace safety & hazardous materials)
	693-3683

	OSD Physical Security Branch
	(for OSD Offices only)
	697-7396


Bomb Threats or Other Threats 


The first page inside the front cover of the DoD Telephone Directory contains a checklist for these types of threats. If you receive such a threat by telephone, immediately grab a telephone directory and fill out the checklist. The checklist includes questions to ask the caller. 

 
