Pentagon Information Kit
Where to Shop


The Concourse

See Welcome to the Pentagon, Facilities and Services for a complete listing of the shops on the Concourse and their hours of operation. The Concourse is on the second floor of the Pentagon. It's located where the E Ring would be on the southeast side of the building. The escaltors just outside the main guard station near the terminus of Corridor 10 on the Concourse lead down to the Pentagon Metrorail station. 


ATM Machines


There are two ATM locations on the Concourse. Bank of America has several ATM machines on the north end of the Concourse. These machines accept the following ATM cards: Plus; Cirrus; Most; Honor; Armed Forces Financial Network (AFFN); 24 Hour Banking; Visa; and Mastercard. The Pentagon Federal Credit Union has three ATM machines also on the north end of the Concourse. These machines accept: Most; Penteller; Cirrus; Plus; The Exchange; Diners Club; AFFN; American Express; Visa; and Mastercard. 



Check Cashing


I have been unable to find a location in the Pentagon that will cash an out-of-town personal check based on just your military ID card. You may cash a check at NationsBank if you have an account with them. You may also cash checks up to $100 per day at the Pentagon Federal Credit Union if you are a member. Anyone working in the Pentagon is eligible to become a member. Minimum deposit for a basic share account is $5.00. Inactive account fees may be charged. If you think you will be returning to the Pentagon, opening an account with PFCU would be a good idea. Their savings account interest rates are competitive. Also, there is a Base Exchange (BX) at Henderson Hall that will cash personal checks up to $150 per day. This is a 20 minute walk west northwest of the Pentagon. Similarly, the PX at Fort Myer will cash personal checks up to $150 per day. This is a 35 minute walk west northwest of the Pentagon. 



Military Clothing Sales

The Tri-Service Military Clothing & Sales Store is located in Room 4C251, (703) 695-7508. Quality tailored uniforms can be ordered in three quality grades. They have an excellent selection of uniforms for all three military services and a limited selection of footwear. 



Laundry


There is a dry cleaning concession on the east end of the Pentagon Concourse. There is also a dry cleaner located at the east end of Army Navy Drive (behind the DoubleTree Hotel). Neither the DoubleTree nor the Holiday Inn have Laundromats for their guests. In fact, coin operated Laundromats are not easily accessible on foot or by public transportation from the Pentagon area. Sometimes you can convince the security guard at the Bennington (a deluxe apartment building located at the intersection of Fern and 12th Street South) to let you use the building’s rather large coin operated washers and dryers (bring detergent and lots of change). Or perhaps you can talk yourself into the BOQ or BEQ at Fort Meyer. 



U. S. Post Office


There are Post Offices located in the Pentagon Concourse, the Crystal City Underground, at 1720 South Eads Street (just across Highway 1 from Crystal City proper), and at Fort Myers. To find more locations, click here

Shopping Malls


The biggest nearby shopping mall is called Pentagon City. It is an eight minute walk due south of the Pentagon. Use the Corridor 2 Pentagon entrance, then walk across South Parking and go through the pedestrian tunnel under Interstate 395. 



Grocery Stores


The two closest places to the Pentagon to buy groceries are the Costco located on 15th Street between Fern and Hayes and the Safeway in the Crystal City Underground, south of 20th Street between Crystal Drive and Jeff Davis Highway. The Costco is a 15 minute walk from the Pentagon, while the Safeway is a 25 minute walk away. The Pentagon City Metro station is 300 yards from Costco, while the Crystal City Metro station is 400 yards (all in underground tunnels) from the Safeway. 


Defense Commissaries


There are commissaries located at Fort Meyer, Fort Belvoir (the largest in DoD), Andrews AFB, Bolling AFB, Quantico Marine Base, Fort Detrick, Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and Fort Meade. See the USO Guide to Washington for a complete listing. Copies of the Guide can be obtained from the office of the Armed Forces Hostess Association (AFHA) located in Room 1A736, (703) 697-3180/6857. The AFHA office is open 0930-1430 weekdays. 



Military Exchanges


Military exchanges are located at Henderson Hall ((703) 979-8420 or (800) 334-1547) (a 15 minute walk from the Pentagon), Fort Myer (a 30 minute walk from the Pentagon), Fort Belvoir (the largest exchange in DoD) (a 30 minute drive), Andrews AFB, Bolling AFB, Quantico Marine Base, Fort Detrick, Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and Fort Meade. See the USO Guide to Washington for a complete listing of exchanges in the Washington metropolitan area. 

 

