


Mid-Leave Soldier Check
WHO:  Family members

WHAT:  Remind your spouse to make phone contact with their unit 
halfway through their leave

WHY:  Reinforces Soldiers to do the right thing during  
leave periods

WHEN:  During leave 

TIME REQ’D:  Less than 5 minutes

HOW:  
1. Before you and your Soldier go on leave, ensure that his/
her unit has a good contact number (usually a cell), and 
that you have a good contact number for the unit

2. Note mid-point of leave and put date on the calendar

3. On that day, a family member should have their 
Soldier make a brief call to their unit: 
   •  Just checking in to let you know all is well
   •  We are in location and plan to be back date

4.  Shouldn’t last longer than 3 to 5 minutes
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WHO:  Family members

WHAT:  Three things:  a)  Inform Soldier of local driving conditions; 
  b) Have them inspect their POV;  c)  Check their insurance card

WHY:  Gives Family members a chance to discuss local driving rules and 
conditions with their Soldier and verify their driving capabilities

WHEN:  During Soldier’s return from deployment or on leave

TIME REQ’D:  About an hour

HOW:
1. As Soldier returns home, he/she must be briefed on road conditions, 
especially changes that have occured since they have been gone

2. Brief your Soldier on local driving conditions, to include at least:
• The roads on post, speed limits and road construction
• Travel times to/from work based on residence, rush hours (if any)
• Congested areas (school zones, road construction)
• Dangerous roads or intersections
• Seasonal weather (dust, wind, rain, fog, snow, ice)
• Night hazards

3. Have your Soldier use the attached form to check the following:  
   • Personal data – licensing on vehicle operated
   • Vehicle information
   • Insurance
   • Driving skills
   • Vehicle inspection

POV Check Ride
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WHO:  Family members

WHAT:  Trip planning using TRiPS

WHY:  To reduce the risk of accidents when traveling by 
POV, which is the number one killer of our Soldiers

WHEN:  Before taking a trip, usually during leave, pass or long weekend, 
and in conjunction with traveling beyond an established mileage limit

TIME REQ’D:  Less than 5 minutes

HOW:  
1. The process begins with a trip assessment. It is normally conducted  
online using USACRC Web site link https://crcapps2.crc.army.mil/ 
ako_auth/asmis2/default.aspx

Note:  The computer printout you receive upon online completion 
of TRiPS is NOT the end of the process - but the beginning!

2. Review trip plans from the printout.  Make sure to plan both  
directions of your trip

3. Ask your Soldier about their realististic travel 
plans.  Items to review can include:
  • Last time they drove a POV
  • Distance to/from destination and time available to do it. 
    Are their driving times realistic?
  • Start/end times for travel each way. Are they traveling during  
     high-risk periods?
  • Amount of rest before (starting fatigue level) and fatigue  
    during travel
  • Other drivers
  • Weather forecast at their starting point and destination
  • Roads (two/four lane, traffic, curviness, mountainous)
  • Vehicle type (SUV, sedan, motorcycle, muscle car), age,        	
    condition of vehicle, experience with the vehicle being driven
  • Speeding
  • Inattentiveness, distractions (cell phones, eating, passengers)
  • Seat belts 

 Note:  Remember, most accidents are due to one or more of these 
factors: overconfidence, complacency and lack of sufficient training.

POV Trip Risk Management
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Individual Soldier Risk Assessment
WHO:  Spouse, parents and other Family members

WHAT:  Identify the risk levels of Soldiers and encourage them 
to engage in appropriate activities that will keep them safe

WHY:  This is at the heart of knowing your Soldiers and staying 
engaged with them in order to keep them safe while at home 

TIME REQ’D:  About 30 minutes per person per month

HOW:  
1. Review the sample Soldier Risk Assessment Packet (attached) and 
discuss their activities. Have them make adjustments as needed

2. Complete the step-by-step instructions that are located on 
page 2 of the sample packet (modify as you see fit).  The process 
starts with an assessment of your Soldier. While some areas ask 
the Soldier to self-report, you should supplement the discussion 
with your own knowledge and experience with your Soldier

3. The key to the assessment is to understand your Soldier and 
their risk tendencies. Monitor their behaviors with and intervene as 
appropriate - with the latter being the most critical. Families cannot 
simply stand on the sidelines and tolerate unacceptable tendencies 
or behaviors, especially when they are off duty . . . ENGAGE!

4. This assessment is not a one-time deal, but is an ongoing 
risk management between Families and their Soldiers

See sample packet
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Motorcycle Mentorship Program
WHO:  Family members

WHAT:  Family members can remind Soldiers of what 
programs are available to coach, teach and mentor 
bike handling, safe riding and proper attitudes

WHY:  The ‘master-apprentice’ approach to training has worked 
for thousands of years;  it’s highly effective at producing 
skilled behaviors and creating proper attitudes

HOW:
1. An experienced rider, or a leader who rides, can take a less 
experienced rider or someone with rusty riding skills under their 
wing and coach, teach and mentor safe riding behaviors

2. This may be a one-on-one relationship or the formation of a 
club on post. Families may hear about programs while Soldiers 
are deployed and share this information upon their return

3. The key is to have the more experienced rider structure 
a sequence of events to impart additional skills or refresh 
rusty skills and ensure proper attitudes such as: 
    • Responsible riding
    • Passing
    • Obstacle avoidance
    • Defensive driving
    • Increasing visibility
    • Proper personal protective equipment
    • Preventive maintenance
    • Night riding
    • Wet pavement
    • Off-road riding
    • Fatigue

See also the tri-fold
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4. For additional assistance, log on to https://crc.army.mil/mmp 
or call 334.255.2781)



Motorcycle/ATV Agreement
WHO:  Family members

WHAT:  Discuss with your Soldier the hazards and safety measures 
of the activity

WHY:  It gets the Family involved with Soldiers’ riding. It also helps 
remind your Soldier that the Family cares

HOW:
1. Review a Motorcycle/ATV Agreement with your Soldier 
(See example on reverse side) 

2. Talk about the hazards of riding and the reasons for wearing the 
mandatory safety gear and having the proper training (DoDI 6055.4) 

3. Cover proper attitudes as they pertain to riding

Note: most accidents are caused by one or more of these factors: 
indiscipline, overconfidence, complacency and insufficient training

See sample agreement
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