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SUBJECT:  Eligibility of the Multinational Force and Observers for US CENTCOM Rest and Recuperation Leave

1.  Purpose.  To provide information on requirements and conditions that governs the eligibility of the Multinational Force and Observers (MFO) to participate in the USCENTCOM Rest and Recuperation (R&R) Leave Program.

2.  Facts.


a.  Rest and Recuperation Leave is authorized only for personnel deployed on a 12-month tour of duty to areas that meet all of the following criteria: 1) Area must be designated for Hostile Fire or Imminent Danger Pay, 2) A dependent-restricted tour area, 3) An area in which entry of Service members on official or unofficial travel is controlled, 4) An area where ordinary annual leave programs are restricted for reasons of military necessity.


b.  Additionally, for personnel in the USCENTCOM AOR, eligibility for the USCENTCOM R&R Leave Program is limited to those deployed in support of Operations Enduring Freedom (OEF) or Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and in one of sixteen designated contingency countries within the USCENTCOM AOR.  Those countries are Afghanistan, Bahrain, Djibouti, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.

c.  Deployed US MFO forces are stationed in Egypt and are excluded from participation in the USCENTCOM R&R Leave Program because:  1) While the MFO is located within the USCENTCOM AOR, Egypt is not one of the sixteen eligible designated countries; 2) USCENTCOM has not imposed any restrictions on MFO travel and/or ordinary annual leave programs; 3) The MFO does not support OEF/OIF.  The MFO pre-dates OEF/OIF by over 20 years and was created as part of the Israeli-Egyptian Peace Initiative and is a peace keeping mission.  MFO forces are under US State Department control and operational control of MFO Rome, not the USCENTCOM.


d.  Pertinent References are 1) Department of Defense Directive, ASD(FMP), 24 Sep 85, subject: Leave and Liberty; 2) Memorandum, CENTCOM J-1, 29 May 2002, subject: Request to Establish Operation ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF) Rest and Recuperation (R&R) Leave Program for USCENTCOM AOR; 3) Memorandum, ASD(P&R), 29 Sep 2003, subject: Rest and Recuperation (R&R) Leave Program for USCENTCOM
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